
City Hall is closed under the epidemic order issued by MDHHS. Please use the
dropbox for payment or document dropoffs. Check website for updates.

From The City Manager...
Wendy Jean-Buhrer

Happy Holidays!
The City was notified by the State of Michigan’s Department

of Natural Resources that a grant was received for the Physicians Park warming
house. The warming house will be constructed next year in the summer and will be ready

for winter 2021-2022. The City is matching the grant of $127,500 at
25%. This was the first time the City applied for this type of grant and we are

excited to have received it!

At the December City Council meeting, the City approved a planner to begin our Parks and
Recreation Master Plan. The City has four beautiful and remarkable parks, Physicians,

Rust, Commons, and Schram. The Parks and Recreation Committee has been meeting too,
and has come up with some great ideas for our parks! If you have any ideas, feel free to
email those to me anytime (citymanager@cityofgrandblanc.com). The process of public

input will begin in Jan 2021, which will be here soon, thankfully. Please watch our website
for a survey. We will definitely have the survey in our next newsletter or water bill.

The City has negotiated a Planned Unit Development with Grand Blanc Marketplace. The
City successfully worked with the owner to restrict the following uses from the

development: automobile washes, automobile or vehicle dealership, automobile service
center, automobile service station and gasoline sales and adult regulated uses. The City

also negotiated the construction of the retaining wall behind the development and a vinyl
fence along the back side of the development. Grand Blanc Marketplace will be meeting

back with the Planning Commission at a future date for final site plan approval.
Have a safe and Happy Holidays!

Water Bills can be automatically
withdrawn from your bank account.
Please visit our website to sign up by

completing the ACH form.

Did you know?
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I am very much looking forward to 2021. 2020 has been a very
trying year, but we can look ahead with anticipation to better things in 2021.

I wish to thank all of our City staff for their extraordinary work in keeping our City up and
running through these difficult times. I especially wish to thank those who conducted our

recent election with expert professionalism in a very difficult time.

I wish to extend my sympathy to families who have lost loved ones to this horrible virus. It
has been a very trying time, but, hopefully, the availability of effective vaccines in the near

future will help us emerge from the worst of it.

City government has worked hard to help our local businesses by making them aware of
any opportunities for assistance that we learn about through County, State, and Federal

programs. I urge all of you to support our local businesses by shopping locally this holiday
season.

Since all events with crowds were cancelled this holiday season, we had a “zoom” tree
lighting ceremony in early December. We have tried to make our city even more festive

this year by urging businesses to join us with more lights in and around downtown. I wish
to thank all the businesses who have cooperated to brighten up the city this year.

Perhaps our biggest success this holiday season was the effort of our volunteer members of
the City Fire Department. In cold weather, they conveyed Santa through all our city streets

assisted by our police patrol. The spectacle was wonderfully received by the community
and, hopefully, we can make it an annual holiday event. I want to specifically thank

Christina Irwin, our assistant city manager, for initiating this wonderful program. And a
special thanks to PetSmart for donating thousands of stuffed animals for kids along the

route.

The ice skating rink in Physicians Park is open for its second year and is crowded with
skaters. We have added lights to the gazebo and placed a beautiful holiday tree at the end

of the rink. It warms my heart to see young and old out skating and enjoying themselves. If
you haven’t seen the complex, please drop by and take a look.

Unfortunately, Covid-19 will still be with us for a while so I ask everyone to please stay
safe, protect yourselves and your neighbors, and let’s look forward to new beginnings in

the Spring.

Letter From The Mayor....
Susan Soderstrom, December 2020



Welcome to the end of 2020, and hopefully, a better New Year around the corner. 
 

Please remember, if you have a real Christmas tree, keep it watered!  A dry tree could
ignite and within 15 seconds, become fully involved! 

The NFPA published a video showing this at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xr6b9b8FYKk&feature=emb_logo

And do not overload extension cords or surge suppressors.  Most surge suppressors are
rated in joules.  The higher the number, the better protection.  Make sure that

the surge suppressor is UL listed and look for the following ratings:
600 joules or more offer the best protection, clamping voltage should not exceed 330v

and response time should be less than a nanosecond.

Remember, there is a difference between a surge suppressor and a power strip.  A power
strip is no more than an extension cord with multiple outlets.

We hope that this information will keep you safe and have peace of mind.

From our family to yours, Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!!!

Winter taxes were mailed on December
1st and are due by February 28th, 2021.

Summer and Winter 2020 taxes that have
not been paid by February 28th will be

turned over to the Genesee County
Treasurer's Dept on March 1st. At that

time, payment arrangements will need to
be made with the County directly.

For residents who are mailing their
payment to the City, postmark dates are
NOT accepted as the date received. Only

those that arrive to the office by February
28th will be considered on time.

For more info on tax collection, please
visit the treasurer page on our website.

Upcoming Dates
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From The Fire Chief.... Don Schreiber

City Hall Closed - Dec 24th & Dec 25th
City Hall Closed - Dec 31st & Jan 1st

City Council Meeting - Jan 13th
City Hall Closed - Jan 18th

Planning Commission Meeting - Jan 25th
City Council Meeting- Feb 10th

Planning Commission Meeting - Feb 15th

Check our website for updates
on all upcoming dates and

events.

Winter Tax Bills



                     History of Hometown Heroes was designed as a program to honor local veterans in

communities with the ability to share the veteran’s story. This is done by offering the opportunity to

purchase commemorative banners that are displayed throughout the community. The History of

Hometown Heroes Smartphone App allows your community and others to connect and learn about

the amazing stories of heroism that exist within our city limits. QR codes will be placed at eye level

on light poles with banners. After scanning the QR code, it will prompt the audio biography of the

veteran above you.

Honorees can be the following: Current City of Grand Blanc

resident, graduate of Grand Blanc High School, or current or former

business owner within the City of Grand Blanc, member of VFW

Post 822, member of American Legion Post 413 Veteran - Current,

retired, or honorably discharged military service member, or retired

police officer or fire fighter for the City of Grand Blanc. 

*Honorees must be able to provide proof of service (eg. DD214)

and proof of residency* 

Banners will be hung as soon as possible, and will remain up per

the City banner program, which has begun and lasts two years.

To learn more and order online, visit:

https://grandblanc.historyofhometownheroes.com/

or e-mail: historyofhometownheroes@gmail.com

The ice skating rink at Physician's Park has opened as of December 7th!

So long as the weather stays cool enough, the ice rink will remain. On intermittent warm
days, we recommend exercising caution, as the ice may have begun to melt. If the

weather is determined to be too bad, the park gates will be closed.

Additionally, now that the ice rink has opened, the park gates, which typically closed at
dusk, will now stay open to traffic until 11:00 pm. This is also when the lights at the rink

will go off. 

The rink is first come, first serve, and visitors will need to bring their
own ice skates as there is no rental area at our outdoor rink.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the city ice rink this winter!

History of Hometown Heroes Banner program
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Physician's Park Ice Skating Rink Is Open For The Season


